
FIRE CHARITY FISHING FOUNDATION
Firefighter / EMT Scholarship Program

Supporting the next generation of firefighters and emergency medical professionals in Manatee County.

Through community fundraising events, including the Fire Charity Fishing Tournament and Fire Charity

Festival, the Fire Charity Fishing Foundation provides financial assistance to individuals pursuing

careers in fire and emergency medical services.

About the Fire Charity Fishing Foundation

The Fire Charity Fishing Foundation, Inc. was founded in 2007 by Erik Nicholson, an East Manatee firefighter. 
The foundation was originally created to raise awareness and support for the Children's Burn Foundation of 

Florida.

With the continued support of the community, sponsors, and fundraising events, the foundation has expanded 
its mission to provide scholarships to individuals pursuing careers in fire and emergency medical services.

The Firefighter / EMT Scholarship helps remove financial barriers for individuals seeking to attend the Manatee 
Technical Institute Firefighter and EMT programs and Invests in the next generation of firefighters and 

emergency medical professionals through community support and charitable fundraising events.

Application Deadline: May 28, 2026

Scholarship Application Process



The Fire Charity Fishing Foundation will award one scholarship valued at up to $7,000 to an eligible applicant 
pursuing training at Manatee Technical Institute.
The scholarship covers:

• Tuition for the MTI Firefighter and EMT programs
• Required books and educational materials
• Program uniforms and required gear

 
Scholarship funds will be paid directly to Manatee Technical Institute on the recipient's behalf to cover 
eligible program costs.

Recipients must maintain satisfactory academic progress and remain in good standing with the MTI program to 
continue receiving scholarship support.

Applicants must submit the following information to the Foundation by the scholarship deadline: May 
28, 2026, to be considered for the scholarship. 

Eligibility Requirements

Applicants must meet the following requirements to be considered for the scholarship:

1. Must be a resident of Manatee County, Florida
2. Must possess a High School Diploma or GED
3. Must hold a valid Florida Driver’s License
4. Must meet all physical and medical requirements for enrollment in the MTI Firefighter/EMT program
5. Must comply with Florida tobacco-free statutes for firefighters
6. Must not have any felony or first-degree misdemeanor convictions
7. Must meet all admission requirements for Manatee Technical Institute
8. Must demonstrate good moral character and commitment to public service

Preference may be given to applicants who:
1. Have a family member who is a firefighter or EMT
2. Have volunteered with the Fire Charity Fishing Foundation
3. Demonstrate community service or volunteer involvement

Application Requirements

Applicants must submit a complete scholarship packet by the application deadline.

Incomplete applications may not be considered.

Required materials include:

1. Completed Scholarship Application
The application must include accurate contact information and responses to all required questions.
2. Letters of Recommendation
Applicants must submit:
• Two (2) personal references
• Two (2) professional references
Professional references may include:
• Employers
• Teachers
• Coaches
• Fire service professionals
• Community leaders

3. Personal Essay



Applicants must submit a typed essay (maximum 500 words) addressing the following:
• Why you are pursuing a career as a firefighter or EMT
• What this career means to you, your family, and your community
• Any volunteer service, leadership experience, or community involvement
• Any honors, awards, or recognition you have received

Applicants may also include:
• Fire service family connections
• Participation in the Fire Charity Fishing Tournament or Foundation events

Selection Process
All completed scholarship applications will be reviewed by the Fire Charity Fishing Foundation Giving Back 
Committee.

Applicants will be evaluated based on:
• Commitment to a career in fire or emergency medical services 
• Community involvement and volunteer experience  
• Personal character and leadership potential  
• Quality of essay submission  
• Strength of letters of recommendation
The committee may contact applicants for additional information or interviews if necessary.
The final scholarship recipient will be selected based on the overall strength of their application and alignment 
with the Foundation’s mission.

Scholarship Timeline
Application Deadline  
May 28, 2026
Application Review Period  
June1st, 2026
Scholarship Recipient Announcement 
June 14th, 2026

Recipient Responsibilities
Scholarship recipients must:
• Maintain passing grades throughout the MTI program  
• Remain in good standing with Manatee Technical Institute  
• Represent the Fire Charity Fishing Foundation in a positive manner  
• Notify the Foundation if enrollment status changes
Recipients may also be invited to attend Foundation events or scholarship presentations when available.

How to Apply
Applicants must submit their completed scholarship packet electronically.
Submit applications to:
firecharityscholarship@gmail.com
Applications must be received no later than May 28, 2026.

Contact Information
For questions regarding the scholarship program, please contact:
Kenny Langston  
Phone: 941-809-0002  
Email: langstoncattleco@gmail.com

Fire Charity Fishing Foundation, Inc. 
Firefighter/EMT Scholarship Application 

mailto:firecharityscholarship@gmail.com
mailto:langstoncattleco@gmail.com


Date of Application: ___________________________________________
Full Legal Name: 
______________________________________________
Date of Birth: ________________________________________
Street Address: ________________________________________
City/State: ____________________________ Zip: 
___________________
Phone: _____________________________ Email: 
______________________
High School or GED Program Attended: 
_____________________________
High School/GED Graduation Date: 
_________________________________
Are you a Manatee County Resident? YES or NO
Have you ever been convicted of a felony or 1st-degree misdemeanor? 
YES or NO
Are you Tobacco Free: YES or NO
Have you volunteered at the Fire Charity Fishing Tournament? YES or 
NO
Do you have a family member that is a firefighter/EMT? YES or NO
If yes, please provide their full name & station below: 
Name: ________________________________________
Station: ________________________________________
City/County/State: _______________________________________

Applicant Name:______________________________________________



Applicant 
Signature:______________________________Date:_________________
_____


